(Suite of Royal Brass 

necessary that poetry is not what they lose or what they feel but 
is the things with which they are shut up, that is shut in, in 
the daily the simply daily island life. And so the poetry of 
England is so much what it is, it is the poetry of the things 
with which any of them are shut in in their daily, completely 
daily island life. It makes very beautiful poetry because any- 
think shut in with you can sing. . . It is very easy to understand 
that there has been so much poetry written in England. Ona 
continent even in small countries on a continent, the daily life 
is of course a daily life but it is not held in within as it is 
on an island and that makes an enormous difference, and I am 
quite certain that even if you do not see it as the same anybody 
does see that this if it is the truth is the truth. If it is the 
truth about English literature it is the truth about English 
literature" said Gertrude Stein in a lecture in America in 1934. 
Daily island life and daily island forms and the English are 

the English only because they are surrounded by water and those 
who sing the Clipping Hymn in the churchyard at Painswick in 
Gloucestershire form a circle around the church and if the French 





were to perform the same ceremony they would stand in a formation 
in front of the church and would not literally surround the church 
as the English do. Daily island life and daily island forms and 
just as English space is and feels different from French space 

so too is nineteenth-century space different from twentieth-century 
space and that is why when a work of art like a play or an opera 

is performed the space in which it is performed is important. 

The Good Soldier Schweik was performed on a stage divided into 


three and the Water Music was performed on a city company's barge 


in the Thames and the occasion was a state progress of George I 


who took water at Whitehall in an open barge and went up the river 

toward Chelsea. Performing spaces and living spaces and hiding 

spaces and working spaces and resting spaces and thinking spaces. 

Royal spaces and English spaces and Gothic spaces and Baroque 

spaces and cubist spaces. Spaces for life: Spaces for art. 
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